
6th Grade Summer Reading 

 

Reading: 

Each student is expected to read a minimum of three books.  Of course, everyone is 

encouraged to read more than the minimum.  One of the required three books must be chosen 

from the list below.  Students may use the “Suggested Reading List”, available online, to aid in 

selecting additional books. 

 

Choose one of the following: 

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell 

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 

The Cay by Theodore Taylor 

 

Assignment: 

Students are required to keep a journal to record their thoughts about the three required books 

they read.  The journal can be a binder, a notebook, or simply a set of papers stapled together.  

One journal entry must be written for each book, for a total of three entries altogether.  Please 

carefully read the guidelines for journal entries below.  Following the correct format will count 

as part of the assessment.   

 On the outside of the journal, write your first and last name. 

 Inside, write the date at the top of each journal page, as well as the title of the book, 

the author’s name, the page number of the book you are on, and the number of the 

journal option you have chosen. 

 The length of each entry will vary, but each one should be at least 200 words long. 

 Choose from the following list of options for the journal entries.  You should select a 

different option for each entry. 

1. Imagine you are a character in the book, and write a diary entry about your 

experiences, thoughts, and feelings. 

2. Write a letter to a character in the book, giving him or her advice. 

3. Imagine that you are the author of the book, and describe what happened to 

one of the characters years before of years after the time frame of the book 

4. Write a poem, song, or story about a character, conflict, or theme of the 

book. 

5. Draw a picture or diagram based on one of the characters or scenes from the 

book.  You should draw with care and purpose, and provide a detailed 

explanation of the picture and why you drew that scene. 

6. Finish the sentence: “I love/hate the way the author/character…” 



7. Design a test for your book.  The text must contain 5-10 True/False, 10 

Multiple Choice, and 5 short answer questions.  Supply a complete answer 

sheet. 

8. Write a letter to the author of your book telling him or her how reading this 

book somehow changed your way of thinking about yourself and/or the 

world around you.  Make a connection between yourself and a character or 

an event in the story. 

9. Create an award for each of the main characters based on their actions in the 

novel.  Write at least a paragraph detailing why the character deserved the 

award.  One might be awarded “most courageous” for fighting peer pressure, 

etc. 

10. Review the book.  Give your opinions about it, citing examples and quotes to 

support why you think it is an interesting book or not.  Would you 

recommend it to a friend?  Why or why not? 

11. Quote a line or passage that you find particularly interesting, well-written, or 

perhaps confusing.  Explain the events around this line and why it struck you. 

12. Be creative and respond to your book in your own way. 

 

This project, as well as an assessment of the required book, will count as the first graded 

assignments for Language Arts.   

Reading is essential and should be part of every day.  Please help us reach our goal of having 

children discover the pleasurable experience of reading.  We appreciate your support and 

cooperation and wish you a very happy summer. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Middle School Language Arts Department 

 


